Kailey Kandler

For the socially responsible artwork, I’d like to highlight Guernica (1937) by Pablo Picasso. This
large-scale painting was created in response to the bombing of the Spanish town of Guernica
during the Spanish Civil War. Picasso’s use of stark black, white, and gray tones, along with
distorted, anguished figures, conveys the horrors of war and human suffering. Guernica is a
powerful anti-war statement and serves as a reminder of the devastating impact of violence on
innocent civilians. The painting has since become a universal symbol of protest against war and

injustice, demonstrating Picasso’s social responsibility as an artist.

1. Pollution & Waste Crisis

I chose this piece to reflect the growing pollution crisis affecting our world. The top half of the
collage represents decay and contamination, using burned paper, black smudges, and dried
leaves to symbolize the environmental damage caused by human neglect. In contrast, the bottom
half uses fresh flowers, shells, and vibrant colors to represent nature’s beauty and resilience. The
diagonal flow from dark to light shows the tension between destruction and hope. Through this
piece, I aimed to communicate the urgent need to protect our planet. I used the principles of

contrast and balance, along with the elements of texture and color, to bring the message to life.
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